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FEI.) y reaſon all 3 and 8 1 
blame Catholicks for want of Chari- 


ty, in denying Salvation to all that 


Preach the goſpel (ſays Chriſt) to every living 


all be ſaved: but he that belie beth not, ſhall 16. 0 
ie damned. | 2 


3 f the Duſt of their Feet, in Witneſs 


Ind refuſed to believe in Jeſus, but alſo 11. 


Fuilty of damnation, who made Diviſi- 
3 


Cd. | 


are not of their Faith and Commu- 
nion; it may be convenient to de- 
clare what in this Point may be ſaid 
I & cn: For what the Catholick Church pro-; 
ounceth concerning the deſperate Eſtate of Here- |} 
Wicks, is what ſhe learnt from Chriſt and his Apo; 
| Mies. For, amongſt the laſt Advices recommended || 
5 our Saviour at his Aſcenſion, is found the Sen- 
ence of Doom againſt all ſuch as would not re- 
eive the Doctrine preach'd by the Apoſtles. 18 


And the Apoſtles did not only ſhake Mat. . 
ainſt thoſe who denied them Entrance, . wk 


hey denounced ſuch of the Brethren Gal.i. 8.9. | 


ons | 
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eature. He that believeth, and is baptized, Marks xvi. | Ji 
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ons amongſt the faithf i or preach? any naw 
Doctrine contrary to what they had delivered. And 
it hath always been the Cuſtom of the Church, 
to oppoſe all thoſe, that by ſuch Doctrines made 
Schiſins and Diviſions, and Aiſturb d its Peace. 


So that they were equally declared Enemies of 


Chriſtianity, who denied Chriſt, or who confeſſing 
him did contradict or rejett any Part of his Do- 
_ Urine, upon this Principle, That Chriſtian Faith ought 
to be entire; every Point and Article thereof is 
fundamental, being deliver'd by the ſame Hand, 
and recommended by the ſame Authority, ( which 
condemns Dr. Stilling fleet, Dr. Burnet, and all other 
Proteſtants Difinflion, of Fundamental and Non- 
fundamental Principles of Religion. (Vide inſra 
Fg. 32.) So it's in vain for any Man to hope for 
5 Salvation, unleſs he holds the Catholick Faith, and 
keep it whole and undefiled, according to St. Atha 
naſius's Creed, conſonant to the Doctrine of the pri. 
mitive Fathers, Definition of General Councils, and 
may be proved by Scripture, and the Tradition, 
go continual Practice and Teſtimony of the Church. 
TY FTirſt, St. Cyprian fays, Whoever, and 


6 what Kind of Perſon ſoever a Man i is, 3 
b. *2* true Chriſtian he is not, unleſs he be in 


| Anno 250. 


: the Church of Chrift, (which all the Fa- 
_ thers unanimouſly declare to be the Catholick 
Church) he cannot have God for his Father, who 
hath not his Church for his Mother. Again, It 


2 any Man could eſcape, that was out of 
De Simp. 


; p cat the Ark of Noah, he may alſo eſcape 

| Frelt. ho is out of the Church of God. 
And the renowned Lattantius ſays 

B 14 e. 4. It is the Catholick Church only, that 
te keeps the true Worſhip of God: This 


5 the Fountain of Truth: This is the Houl 
0 


F: o* [Faith ; this is the Temple ol God, into 
which whoſoever doth not enter, or out of which 


. but in the Catholick Church; clef. J. 4. 


q St. 5 4 gaſfir fa ys, A Man rand while" Unit. ke- 
8 


he may have all but Salvation, he m 
have the Sacraments, he may ſing AS if 
ie, he may anſwer Amen, he may believe in the 


Ml Goſpel, he may be baptized in the Name of the 


h Racker, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, but 


lick Church. 
Again, Tet u us pen that a Man was 


Man; not contentious, but patient and 


na of God remaineth on him. 
1 St. Ful Far and St. Auguſtin n 


in ſay, moſt firmly hold, and by no means De ive. 5 
a. doubt, not only all Pagans, but alſo * 
ick jews, Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, who 


t ol Angels. 


ape But why ſhould I trouble you, or my far; in aus ho 
ting particular Fathers, for they all agree herein? 
ays And none of them were ever noted or impugued 
tha by any Father in their Times or fince, for main- 
* taining the ſame, or any other Doctrine now held 
1 the Church of Rome ; 78 which doubtleſs would ||| 


0 have 


W whoſoever doth depart, he is an Alien, and eftran- 
ge: from the MEE. of Life everlaſting: and Sal- 


c. 8. Ann; 
43S 28 


no where can ** have Salvation, but 1 in — Catho- 


chaſt and continent, not covetous, but er 
full of Hoſpitality, no Enemy to any c. Þ * 


quiet, ſober and frugal, not envy ing any one, but 
withal was an Heretick, there can be no doubt, but 


for that only (that he i is an Heretick) he ſhall not | 
] poſſeſs the Kingdom of Heaven, but che * Bi 


Ann. * 


ho depart this Life out of the Catholick Church, go. 
Ii into eternal Fire prepared tor 198 Devil and his Js 
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ons amongſt the faithful, or preach'd any 1 new 
Doctrine contrary to what they had delivered. And 
it hath always been the Cuſtom of the Church, 
to oppoſe all thoſe, that by ſuch Doctrines made 
Schiſins and Diviſions, and Aiſturb d its Peace. 
So that they were equally declared Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, who denied Chriſt, or who confeſſing 
him did contradict or reject any Part of his Do- 
Arine, upon this Principle, That Chriſtian Faith ought 
to be entire; every Point and Article thereof i; 
fundamental, being deliver'd by the ſame Hand, 
and recommended by the ſame Authority, ( which 
condemns Dr. Srilling fleet, Dr. Burnet, and all other 
Proteſtants Diſtinction, of Fundamental and Non- 
fundamental Principles of Religion. (Vide inſ1a 
| fig. 32.) So it's in vain for any Man to hope for 
Salvation, unleſs he holds the Catholick Faith, and 
| keep it whole and undefiled, according to St. Aths 
naſius's Creed, conſonant to the Doctrine of the pri. 
mitive Fathers, Definition of General Councils, = 
may be proved by Scripture, and the Tradition, 
: continual Practice and Teſtimony of the Church. 
= Firſt, St. Cyprian ſays, Whoever, and 


Ep ad. Pi hd kind of Perſon ſoever a Man i is, 3 
Aae 250 true Chriſtian he is not, unleſs he be in 


the Church of Chriſt, (which all the Fa- 
 thers unanimouſly declare to be the Catholick 
Church) he cannot have God for his Father, who 
15 hath not his Church for his Mother. Again, It 
any Man could etcape, that was out 0 


| a. the Ark of Noah, he may alſo eſcape 
wet, Whois out of the Church of God. 
| And the renowned Lactantius ſays 
: 7: 4. e. ab. It is the Catholick Church only, tha! 
315. keeps the true Worſhip of God: Thi 


is wo Fountain of Truth: "This is the Hoult 
0 


[ o* Faith, 2 is the Temple of God, into 
which whoſoever doth. not enter, or out of which 
W whoſoever doth depart, he is an Alien, and eſtran-„ 
ged from the oro co of Life everlaſting and Sal- 4 
ation. = 
f St. Auguſtin fi ys, A Man camo obtain Uni Ee \Y 
7 Een but in the Catholick Church; ke el. J. * 
be may have all but Salvation, he may 438 

1 have the Sacraments, he may ſing Alle 15 
2j, he may anſwer Amen, he may believe in the 
Goſpel, he may be baptized 3 in the Name of the 


no where can ar have Cans but i in "Elie Carho- N 
lick Church. by ut. M 

Again, Let us 4 ſuppoſe that a Man x „„ 
chaſt and continent, not covetous, but e gepr. | 
fall of Hoſpitality, no Enemy to any e. 5 wg | 
Man; not contentious, but patient and 


quiet, ſober and frugal, not envying any one, but 


0 of God remaineth on him. 
„St. Eulgentius and St. Auguſtin r 41 
ing ay, ok firmly hold, and by no means De Fide | 
Fa doubt, not only all Pagans, but alſo . 
ick ſews, Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, who | 
depart this Life out of the Catholick Church, go 


N of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, bur : 1 
withal was an Heretick, there can be no doubt, but Ei! 


for that only (that he is an Heretick) he ſhall not ; 1 | 
poſſeſs. the Kingdom of Heaven, but the * 1 
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It into eternal Fire Prepared: tor the Devil and his [| 


t ol Angels. 5 
ap But why ſhould 1 trouble you, or my ffi in quo- | 


ting particular Fathers, for they all agree herein? ||| 
ys And none of them were ever noted or impugued i 
tha'Y by any Father in their Times or ſince, for main- | 


Th taining the ſame, or any other Doctrine now held 
q” * the Church of Rome; which doubtleſs would 


have : 


fd 


have Cheek: i this, or any other had been new and 
_.erroneous. And for: Confirmation thereof, the 
fourth General Council of Lateran, Fathers 1285, 
the greateſt Repreſentative of the Catholick Church 
that ever was, defined, That the Univerſal Church 
of the Faithful 1 15 One, out of which no Man can be 
ſaved. And that this Doctrine js evident by 
Scripture and Reaſon, pray read and conſider the 
Arguments in the Anſwers to the two Queſtions 
Here-under-written, and I doubt not but you will 
| find the ſame Satisfaction and Benefit that! have 
done, which God of his infinite Mercy and Good. 
neſs grant for his own Honour and Glory, and the 
Salvation of your promos Soul. Amen. 
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QUESTION * 


| Whether Jews Turks and Tofidels may be feu, in ther 
| * = 


has. Proteſtants are of Sr they may, 
5 becauſe it ſeems incredible, That all Jews, 
Taka and Infidels (many of whom devoutly wor- 
hip God, love and do Juſtice to their Neighbours) 
ſhould be damn'd, becauſe they have not believed 
in Chriſt, ſeeing from their Infancy they have been 
educated and inſtructed in a Religion different from 
Chriſtianity : For why (ſay they) ſhould God, who . e 
would have all Men to be faved, ſo ſtraiten the of 
Way to Heaven? Why ſhould cheſe poor Creatures, I was 
who, according to their Capacity, do their beſt to ¶ not 
. pleaſe God, do Wrong to no Man, and who lead a 1 2 
juſt and ſober Life, be condemned to perpetual Pains I ling 
tor 11 herein cy were not . 1 Rec 
f | | | edf i: 


| fied ?' For Zuinglius concerning Salvation, Zuingl. 
Fand the Way to Heaven, makes it eaſy Tom. 20 


unbaptiz d, nay the Heathens who never e 


n e &cc. 5] 


ö ANSWER I. 


Heſe Ress and Arguments, at felt x Sight: 
5 ſeem plauſible ; however, this Opinion, con- 
Y rering the contrary Doctrines which are revealed 
in Scripture, is a great Paradox: For, if Jews, 
Turks and Infidels may be ſaved in their Religions, ; 
chen in vain have the Apoſtles and holy Fathers 
ir ſo much labour'd in preaching and planting the 
If Chriſtian Faith; in vain ſo many Martyrs ſhed their 


Blood, and loft their Lives in Profeſſion thereof; 


y, in vain was Chriſt made Man; in vain did he and 5 
s, his Apoſtles work ſo many Miracles ; in vain was 
r- I be crucify'd and died for us: For, in their Opi- 
s) nion, none of theſe things are neceſſary to Man's 
1 I Salvation ; it being ſufficient to perſvade Men the 
Belief of One God. For, as the Apoſtle reaſon- 
eth, I juſtice be by the law, thew 2 in vain 1s Chriſt dead. 
i. e. If Juſtice can be obtained, by the Knowledge = 
of One God, and. Obſervation of the Law, in vain 
was Chriſt crucify'd; for the Death of Chriſt had 5 
not then been neceſſary to Man's Salvation. 
24ly, Thereby the whole Scripture is falſe, tel⸗ 
ling us, That Chriſt is our Saviour, Mediator and 
Mee that he i is a 2 eit by Faith 3 16 


and open; affirming all Children, tho? f. 96. and 


42 tr — 


believed in Chriſt, as Hercules, Theſes, See 
Ariſtides, the Cato's, Seipio's, Kc. may be ſaved, 
which is ſtoutly defended by n alas | 
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Blood; by whoſs'S Sacrifice we are reodbeiledl unte 


5 


Bod, our Sins are waſhed away, and by Faith in 


him we are juſtified; neither is there any other 
Name by which we can be ſaved, but the Name 


Jeſus. Thus ſays the Holy Scripture, and all is 


_ falſe, if every one may be ſaved in his own Faith 
and Religion! Again, the Holy Scripture teaches, 


. that Chriſt's Redemption 1 18 applied to us by Faith; 


E eue we <i> Site imei e e | 655 


which they account indifferent, and not fundamen- 


therefore ſuch as are deftitute of the Faith of 
| Chriſt, cannot have Juſtification, but remain guilty 
of Sin, are Children of edna and in Danger of 
Damnation. 


29, This Opinion makes no Barde betwixt 


5 Reign Turciſm, Paganiſm, and Chriſtianity, 
ſeeing in all 8 them Salvation may be had; which, 
for Profit a 

Talmud or Alcoran, and makes Moſes and Mahomet 

Y equal and above Chriſt; or rather, will bring 1 in 

Atheiſm: For, to approve of every Religion, is 


Advantage, opens a Way to the 


to take away all Religion; and to think none necel. 


ſary to Salvation, eus that Kan 4 Nele 
- - can. be bur One. A ei! lieg: 
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Whether He cicks can be feel: 5 


15 0 Ther Proteſitinits who diſagree to 18 bers 


-faid Doctrine“ yet, in my Opinion, they 
hola a much worſe, afficming it ſufficient to Sal- 


BY vation, pioufly to believe in Chriſt Jeſus, and that 
he died for our Sins, altho? we do not believe 1 ma- 


ny other Points and Articles of the Chriſtian F⸗ aich, 
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Te tal, and every Man may believe them as he 
pleaſes; for many will have the Apoſtles Creed 
believed of every one in that Senſe which beſt 
pleaſes him. Nay {ome affirm the len 

. Scripture reveals ſo plainly the whole dam. 
Will of God, that no ſober Enqui- N 
ker can mils of what is neceſſary to 
Salvation; and conclude, that any one that 
believes in Chriſt may be faved, be he a Papiſt, 1 
Lutheran, Calviniſt, Anabaptiſt, or any other 
Set ; for (lay they) ail have the ſame Head, 
all rely upon the ſame Foundation Jeſus Chriſt : 
They cannot therefore fail of their Salvation, 
tho they differ and diſagree in all other Points; 
(a goodly Crew indeed to be called the Church e 
_ of Chriſt) ſo that this Opinion is liable ro ma- 
ny Inconveniencies, and to more Objeckions 
: chan the former. 

1. Becauſe, according to this Ogthion, 8 

eamot properly be ſaid to be any Hereticks ; 
for all Chriſtians believe ſo much of our Savi- 
our, otherwiſe they ought to be called Apo- 
Rates, who renounce Chriſt and all his Do- 

Arine. EN > 5 

«Mao It faveth all 1 ancient Beretieks the 
all of them did confeſs Chriſt, and believed 

the Creed and Scripture in their own Senſe. 


13. 8 15. 


The Alrians might be ſaved, who denied God 


the Son to be conſubſtantial with his Father; 
the Macedonians; who made God the Holy 8 
Ghoſt leſſer than God the Son; the Neſtorians, 8 
who affirmed there were two Perſorts 1 in Chriſt; 3 5 
the Eutychians, who held that the Fleſh of. 


Chriſt was converted into his Divinity; the 
| rede, who laid. chat THE, divine Word 
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Chriſtian can or will fay. 


was united in Chriſt, as a reaſonable: Soul is 
united to the Body; the Monothelites, who 


aid chere was one only Will and Operation in 
3 Chriſt ; the Pelagians, who denied original Sin, 


and taught that a Man, by his natural Forces, 
might deſerve the. Grace of God, and his Sal- 
vation; the Donatiſts, who affirmed that the 
Church of God was periſhed, but only in their 
Seck; the Novatians, who denied Penance to 
_ thoſe who had denied their Faith; the Monta- 


| Y _ niſts, who thought Montanus to be the Holy 


. Ghoſt, All, theſe may be ſaved in their own 
Faith, according to this Opinion, becauſe-they 
believed and held the Apoftles Creed, and 
believed the Scripture in their own Senſe, no 
leſs than the Lutherans, Calvinifts, and other 


Seects do now. But what can be affirmed more 
abſurd ? Or a greater Paradox in the Church? 


For, if Salvation may be obtained by ſuch 
Faiths, why have there been ſo many Councils 


ö Holden to condemn them? Why have the 


holy Fathers labour'd ſo much to extirpate 


1 them? Why have the Catholicks ſo much de- 


teſted the Company and Converſation of all 


HFlereticks? Why would the Martyrs rather 


ſuffer Impriſonment, Baniſhment, Death, and 
all forts of Torments, than to ſubſcribe to the 
aboveſaid Hereſies? For, if in theſe Sets Sal- 
vation might have been obtained, then all theſe 
things had been in vain, which I think no 


* 


3. This Opinion condemns all Antiquity of 
Error, who hath always judged that an Here- 
tick cannot be faved; and hath therefore ſo 
vehemently oppos'd, refuted, and condemn'd 


them. Vid. ſup. p. 2. &e. 4. le 


4. It condemns St. Paul himſelf, who com- 


nds us to avoid an Heretick, after one or 


two Admonitions; and why ſo, it his Error i is 
no Hindrance to Salvation ! * And in Ti 
another Place he ſays, their Speech 2 Tim. ö 


creepeth as a Cancer; for as à Cancer kitlech a 
a Man's Body, if not timely cured, ſo is an 
Heretick unto a Company of Catholick Chri- 1 5 


e 


This Opinion makes all Herefies equal to. e 
hs true or Catholick Religion, affirming we 


may as well be ſaved in any of them as in it; 


ſo that the true Faith is no better than other | 
falſe Opinions, which is moſt abſurd and blaſ- 
phemous, and tends to introduce Atheiſm and 
Ireen. For, to affirm that all Religions 
are good, and that it imports little towards our 
Salvation, what Religion we profeſs, is to make 
no Account of any Religion, ſeeing Faith and 


LY can be but one. 


It is abſurd, ſhameful and Adi to 
fem, that it is ſufficient to Salvation for eve- 
ry one to believe Scripture and the Creed, ac- 
cording to his own Senſe and Underſtanding, 
ſeeing there is but one Truth, unto which if 
we do not attain, we believe what is falſe: 
But a falſe Faith "avails nothing to Salvation; 
it's all one, whether we believe them after ſuch 5 
a Manner, or not at all. And if thou ſayeſt, 
they muſt be believed in a true Senſe, thou con- 
demneſt all the Sects of our Times, for none | 

believes all the Texts and Articles thereof in | 
the ſame Senſe with Catholicks, and all differ 
one from another in Explication and Interpre- 
tation thereof. REY 22 there i is but 


D 


—_— | 


2 one Truth, and one Faith, it neceſſarily fal- 


lows, that all Religions, except one, do err, 


and are falſe, therefore not ſufficient to Salva. 
tion, but tend to bring in Atheiſm, &c. And 


then there's no Occaſion either for Church or 


Churchmen; and by Dr. Silling flect and Burnet's 
. we might as well be without them. 
- 7. If every one who acknowledges Chrift 


4 8 may be ſaved in his own Faith, why is there 


ſo great a Diſcord and Diſagreement amongſt 
Proteſtants about Religion? Why do the La- 
therans call Calviniſts wicked and blaſphemous 
Y Hereticks : Why do the. Calviniſts treat Luthe- 
rans in the ſame Language? And why do the 


3 Anabaptiſts call- only thoſe of their own Sett 
—— Gichful Chriſtians, and eſteem al} others as In- 


 fidels? Whereby it is evident, that this new 

Opinion 1s contrary both to the Catholick Re- 

ligion, and to all Sets who have any Zeal of 

Piety and Religion, and bucht to be baniſti d 
as Atheiſm. 

238. That a Man may be fived; it is not ſuf. 


1 ſieve to keep one, two, or three Command- 


en but he mußt keep them all, by the ex- 
preſs Command of our Saviour; ſay- 


3 Mat. xix. ing. If thou wilſt be perfect, and en- 


|: -- 31, ſames 


e. il. 10. ter into Life, keep the Commandments : 
N Which alſo is evidently confirmed 
by St. James the Apoſtle, faymg, 


| Z Hs hath kept the whole Law, but offends in 
ene Point, he is guilty of all; and he gives this 


| Reaſon, For he that ſaid, Thou ſhalt not commit 
: Adultery, ſaid alſo, Thon ſhalt not kill ;, and there- 


[| fore ſhalt be puniſhed: as a Breaker, of the 


Sai Ws. becauſe he deſpiſes aug e 
the 


ceſſary to Salvation. 
Commandments of the Law of God. As there- 


the Law- maker. In like manner, it is not ſuf- 1 
cient to Salvation, 


to believe one, two, a 
twenty Articles of Faith, but it is neceſſary to 
believe all thoſe things which God hath . 
to us by his Church. For Faith is no leſs ne- 
than Obedience to the 


fore Obedience muſt extend to all the Com- 


mandments, ſo muſt Faith extend it ſelf to all 
the Articles of Religion revealed by God and 


his Church. So that he who ſhall obſtinately 


deny one Article, or Point of Faith, altho' he 
believes all the reſt, is guilty ot violating his 
whole Faith and Religion, becauſe he deſpiſes 
and diſobeys God the prime Verity and Arne ; 


thereof, who revealed this as well: as the other, 


and he contemns the Catholick Church, the 
Spouſe of Chriſt, who is the Pillar and Ground 1 
of Truth; and this is the Reaſon why he is 1 


no leſs a Heretick, who with Obſtinacy denies 
one Point of Faith, (tho' he believesall the reſt) 


than he who denies an Hundred, becauſe he 


contemns God the firſt Truth that revealed 


it, he contemns the Authority of the Church 44 
who propoſed it, and makes the Church a | 


Liar, and ſubje& to Error, and ſo loſeth all 
his divine Paith, and inſtead thereof there re- 


mains only an Opinion, or human Faith, ſub- 
jet to Error, NOR. he believes all the - ml 
reſt. _ 
5.0 This Opinion 18 not only alk. but ve⸗ | 
ry dangerous to Salvation; for it makes a Man 
careleſs of Religion, 5 
not believes, and with as much Security lays : 
hold o on : falſe as true Doctrine: Vet the moſt | 
J learned 1 


which he believes or 


h - Ʒl̊ ee —— en > —— 


learned and wiſe Men, both of Catholicks and 


all Sects, do affirm, That no body can be fa- 
ved without true Faith and Religion, and who- 


ſoever miſſeth thereof ſhall periſh eternally. 
This hath always been the Faith and Doctrine 
of the Catholick Church, and I pray God that 
all who are out of the Church would ſeri. 
ouſly read and conſider the Premiſſes, and 


_ they may perceive in what a ſad and dange- 
rous Condition they remain, which may be 


the Means and Motive to open their Eyes, and 


bring them to the Knowledge of the true 


1 Church. Amen. 
10. Wherefore it is a Concern of Moment, 


is and a Duty of great Importance, for the Salva- 
tion of their Souls, for all Perſons to uſe their 
| utmoſt Endeavours to find out the true Church, 
| _ wherein true Faith and Salvation only can be 
Had: But ſince the pretended Reformation 
made by Luther, Calvin, &c. when Hereſies 


came in by Cluſters, (every one being ambitious 


to be the Author of à new Sect differing from 
one another) and tho' they all for ſook, and 
went out of the Catholick Church, teaching 
. Dottrines contrary to what they had received, 
= - and therefore anathematiz'd by St. Paul, . 
3 Tit. iti, who declares them condemn'd by their 
40, 1. own proper Judgments, and alſo ex- 
communicated by the Council of Trent: 
| Yet they take no Notice thereof, but do pre- | 
| tend to be Catholicks and true Members of 
that Church, tho? never Dogs and Cats agreed 


worſe in Contrariety of Natures, than Prote- 
ſtants do in Diſcipline and Points of Faith, and 
Love and Klee one to another. 5255 


28.5 — 3 5 ene See 


11. 8 


12. Tertullian ſays, That is true which 


was firſt; that is firſt which was from 1. 4. e. * 
the Beginning: That is from the Be- Senta 
ginning, which was from the Apoſtles, ö 
founded by them before any Hereſies or falſe 
Churches were: Becauſe Truth is always be- |! 
fore Falſhood, the Body before the Shadow, 
and the good Seed ſown before the Tares. 
Therefore that is the true Church which was 
firſt, and from the Beginning; and conſequent= 
ly that is the only true Church which hath 

been perpetual, becauſe that only could be firſt, _ 
and from the Beginning. In another Book he * 
makes his Ladder of Belief thus: What = 
I believe, I received from the preſent lib. e 4e i8 

Church; the preſent from the primi- Neunte 
| tive, the primitive from the bleſſed 
apoſtles, theſe from x Chirift, Chriſt from Send | 
6 and 


Marc. 


| N 
11. So that amongſt ſuch Variety of Preten- 
ders, to ſome it may now ſeem hard and diffi- 
cult to determine, where and which is this 
true Church; but to Catholicks tis eaſy, plain, 
and viſible, as 1 hope to make evident by the 
following Arguments. But firſt I deſire you to 
read, and ſeriouſly conſider theſe Maxims and 
undoubted Principles of Religion, viz. What 
God, or our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by his Pro- 
phets or Apoſtles, hath foreſeen and declard 
will come to paſs, will infallibly come to'paſs, 
| becauſe he's Omniſcient, and cannot be de- 
ceived; and what he decrees or promiſes. ſhall 
come to paſs, muſt neceſſarily come to paſs, 
| becauſe he's Omnipotent, and cannot be fru- | 
ſtrate, but can and will effect and e 1 
what he pleaſes. 
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no other Fountain differing from his infallibte 
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3 Hilter Chriſtianity, have been converted by 


© ww « 
— ——-— 


and God the ſupream̃ Fountain of Verity, from 


Knowledge: So that we muſt cleave to the 
preſent Church, firmly believing the conſtant 


Tradition thereof ſucceſſivel); it being ſecu- 


red by the Prayers and Promiſes of our Saviour, 
and continual Inſpiration and Direction of the 
r CT, 
13. St. Vincent Lirin. ſays, Faith is 
Lontra that which thou haſt received, not. that 
12. Which thou haſt deviſed; a thing not 
of Wit, but of Learning; not of pri- 


vate Uſurpation, but of publick Tradition, 


whereof thou muſt not be the Author, but 
Conſerver; which deſerve our ſerious Conſi- 
deration: For by applying theſe Rules to Ca- 
tholicks and Proteſtants Faith, it will evidently 
appear which is true, which falſe. _ D 1 8 5 
And by theſe true and undoubted Maxims 
and Principles of Religion, we may perceive 
the Church of Rome to be the only true Church 
of God: F irſt, by the Converſion of Nations 


| 5 from Infidelity to Chriſtianity (which is not 


i only a Sign of the true Church, but the End 
pol its Inſtitution) which God in many 


Sen. Places of Scripture hath promiſed; and 
xx!xii. 17. 


Rs. / 508 therefore muſt neceſſarily be fulfilled, 
2. © becauſe he is Omnipotent and Faithful, 
Plal. ii, and can and will perform and effect 

. .. what he pleaſes. But all Nations that 
have been converted from Infidelity to 


1.6  Apoſtolick Men, and Miſlioners ſent 


by, or under the Authority of the 
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| Pope; and therefore being converted to the 
Roman Religion, it does neceſſarily follow, that ; 
it is the only true Religion, G. 


14. And it may be confirmed to have: Bedi 


the Faith of the Church of Rome, unto which 
all Nations were converted, by the Names of 
Prieſt, Maſs, Sacrifice, Altar, Monks, Mona- 
; ſteries, by Worſhip of Holy Relicks, Images, 
by Invocation of Saints and Angels, by Pilgtti- 
mages and Obedience to the Pope, (with all 
other Points of Faith now held and maintain 94 
by the Church of Rome) which were in Uſe in 
all Nations after their Converſion, until abo- _ 
liſhed in ſome Places by the pretended Prote- 
ſtant Reformers, who never converted any Pa- 
gan Nation, only there hath been Defection of 
ſome few wicked Catholicks, who profeſſing 1 5 
the Name of Chriſt, and weary of their anci= _ 
ent Religion and Diſcipline, followed the Li- 
berty of their Luſt, Pride and Novelty, which 
is 4a clear Proof and manifeſt Argument of 85 
rely, 
: For bw! 18 it poſſible that the | rim. il. | 
Catholick Church can err, much leſs #5; _ 8 
periſh, the having our Saviour Jeſus 1% no” 
Chriſt for her Head, and the Holy xvi. 26. | 
Ghoſt for her Director and Guide, Mat. xvi 
not only for four, five, or ſix Hundred 188. 
Years A moſt Proteſtants pretend) ine 


E. h. iv. T 
but to the End of the World, ac- : it . 


cording to our Saviour's Promiſes , 


to affirm the Catholick Church can be. 


guilty of Hereſy or Schiſm, is to tax Jo ohn xvile 


11 | 
hat J Government with Er- 3 85 * 
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which muſt neceſſarily be accompliſh'd. For. . 2 | 


FP — 5 — — - H 


” Wow rors in Faith, and either blaſ heme 
M wes againſt our Bleſſed Saviour, - ſaying, 
1 he was an Impoſtor, falſe Prophet, 
1 and a Liar, and was not able to make good his 
Promiſe i in ſending the Holy Ghoſt to inſtruct 
| and govern the Church to the End of the 
World: Or elſe to blaſpheme againſt the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, faying, he hath been defective of his 
Duty, and negligent in his Office, in teaching 
and directing the Church in all Truth to. the | 
World's Had... 
166. Again, to believe l aſſert, chat the 
5 Catholick Church. can err in Faith, or periſh, 
is as abſurd as to ſay, that a Body may be divi- 
ded from it ſelf; for no Church can be affign'd 
from which ſhe ſeparated. 24ly, That a Body 
may be cut off from its Members, and the Bo- 
dy dies, but the Member retains its full Life 
and Vigour. 34%, That the Root and Stock 
of a Tree may fall from its Branches, the Root 
and Stock decay, but the, Branches continue 
- freſh, flouriſhing, and fruftify'd. Laſtly, To 
ſay, 'that the Catholick Church may ſeparate 
from a particular Church of her own Commu- 
nion, much leſs from a particular Man, as 
5 Luther, Calvin, or any other pretended Refor- 
mer, that actually went out of the Church, and IF Pf: 
taught a ſtrange, new, and contrary Doctrine 
to that they had received, are Opinions ſo ab- r 
ſurd: prepoſterous, and unnatural, they deſerve 
0 further Anſwer. or Refutation, only to de- for 
fire the Author and Believers: of theſe and ſuch of 
"ET himera's, to endeayour to put HE Pro- 
Ann in practice and Execution, and bs the 0 


bil f che Fact, th Fol and Ab- the 
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finds & of theſe and fack wild Notions wilt _ 
plainly appear. =—_ 
17. The Church of Rome is the only true | 
Church, as appears alſo by her perpetual Sue 
 ceffion both perſonal and doftrinal, there ha- 
ving been 251 Popes or Biſhops of the Chri- 
ſtians (as Euſebius ſtyles St. Peter, and not firſt | 
Biſhop of Antioch or Rome, as he ſty les St. James, 1 
firſt Biſhop of Jeruſalem, &c.) who believe _ 
and taught nothing as Chriſt's Doctrine, but 
5 what they received by publick Tradition from 
| their immediate Anceſtors, which makes the 


4 Faith and Doctrine of every Age the fame with — | 
1 the Doftrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and © 
conſequently infallibly true: But & contra, all | 
Hereticks, and eſpecially the pretended Prote- | 

fant Reformers , are ſo far from receiving 
all their Doctrines from their immediate Ace- 
ſtors, that, at their firſt Riſing, they accuſed _ | 
their Anceſtors, and the whole Church of their 4 
Times, and for many Ages before, of gros 
Errors, whereof they profeſs d themſelves ew. 
be Reformers, not by publick Tradition, or || 
Doftrines received from others, but by their 4 
private Collections and Interpretation of Scri- : | 


pture, contrary to the Expoſition of all the 
Fathers, Definition of General Councils, and 
practice of the Church in all Times and Na- 
tions, and deviſed ſtrange Doctrines never b: 
fore heard, except a few of them in Hs 1 | 
of the old condemn'd Merehes.” — 
18. And Iwill briefly ſhew you, that i in 1 the 

Roman Church (which St. Jerome and other Fa- 
thers ſay is the ſame as to ſay Catholick Church) 

al the 9 Promiſes, Marks and Pro- |} 
v3 Wh [me 


- 
75 
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Scripture, are exactly fulfilled and faund. Firſt, 
the Church muſt have Unity, as becomes the 
Houſe of God; ſo hath the Church of Rome, 
all ſpeaking the ſame things, and ſubmitting 
to one and the ſame Judge (a General Council). 
But Proteſtants will be tried by no Judge but 
their own Fancy, and Scripture, as interpre- 
ted by their giddy Brains, and are ſo full of 
| | Diviſion and Confuſion among themſelves, that 
they endeavour to deſtroy one another. 2dly, 
The Church muſt be holy in all her Doctrines, 


and fruitful in producing Saints; ſo is the 


Church of Rome, both for her Members Holi- 
n neſs of Life, and Power in working Miracles, 
__ as the Magdeburgians, tho Proteſtants (ſuch is 
the Evidence of Truth) have recorded in the 
13th Chapter of every Century for 1300 Years 
after Chriſt : But the Proteſtant Church teaches 
Doctrines which tend to Prophaneneſs, and 
Hp 2 of Piety and good Works, and is ſo 
barren in producing Saints, that ſhe profeſſes 

to bring forth none, but ſuch who continually 
and mortally break God's Commandments. And 
for Miracles, they deny all, and do not pretend 
to do any. 3dly, The Church is Catholick or 
Vniverſal, and muſt convert all Nations from 
Infidelity to the Chriſtian Faith; and fo is the 


Church of Rome, and hath (as above Fig. 13) 


converted all Infidels to her Religion. But the 
Proteſtant Church is only found in ſome Parts 
and petty Corners of the Earth, and never con- 
verted any Nation of Infidels, but according to 
the Nature ot Hereſy, hath only by Force, 
Oaths, and Penal Laws, perverted ſome wicked 
3 %;öͤũ̃ͥ O 


perties of the Church of Chriſt mentioned in 


— — —— — ä 


Catholicks, conſonant to the Saying of Tei- 
lian, Hereticks Employment is not 

to convert Heathens, but to pervert preſerip. 
thoſe already converted; and Beza c. 42 · 
diſclaims to undertake the Converſion. 5 
of Infidel Nations, leaving avowedly that Task 3 
to the Jeſuits, Athly, The Church muſt al- 
ways have true Paſtors lawfully called and or- 
dained, deriving their Succeſſion by an unin- || 
8 terrupted Line from the Holy Apoſtles; fo 
7 hath the Church of Rome (as hore Fig. 77. ) 1 
4 But the Proteſtant Churches firſt Paſtors fuc- _ 
e ceeded to none, and without lawful Vocation 
— and Ordination, intruded into the Paſtoral Of- 
fice by Uſurpation, as all their Succeſſors have 
done. 5thly, The Church is Apoſtolick, and 
adheres ſo als to the Truth, that ſhe may 
be called the Pillar and Ground of Truth; a ö 
ſo does the Church of Rome, who believing _ 
thing but what was profeſt and taught them by | 
their immediate Anceſtors, it will be true, that 
the Doctrine of all Ages is the Doctrine of the 
firſt Age, which is the Doctrine of Chriſt and — | 
his Apoſtles, and conſequently true. But the 1 
Proteſtant Church is ſo inconſtant, paſſing from 4 
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one Falſhood unto another, that ſhe may be cal- 

led the Pillar and Ground of Error. 6thly, The 4 

Church muſt be perpetual from our Saviour's | 

| Time to the End of the World, and the Church — |! 
of Rome hath continued ever ſince: _But-the 13 

Proteſtant Church hath only endured ſince the | 

Revolt of Luther, and is periſhing by their ma- 

nifold Errors and Diviſions. Ithly, The Church 

cannot be hid, but muſt be always viſible, like 

a ny built ce a Mountain, and Ae me 


1 
i 
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4 of The Nature, do evidently ſhew the mon- 


be -- 7 dently to be toun d; whereupon we are obliged 
| tobelieve her to be the only true Church. And 


Hke a Light ſet upon a Candleftiek; and ſo is 
the Church of Rome, who hath enlightened the 
whole World. But the Proteſtant Church hath 
been many Hundred Years hid and inviſible, as 
it were under a Buſhel. No more concerning 
the Marks and Properties of the Church, theſe 
being ſufficient to convince any Perſon that de- 
fies to be ſaved, That out of the Roman Ca- 
tholick Church there's no Salvation, ſeeing God 
_ Almighty commands all Men to hear and obey 
15 i as they would Hear and obey him- 

= , 

109. Theſe Conſiderations, and many others 


| fkrous Difference which is between the Church 
of Chrift and the Proteſtant Church, to which 
not one Mark of the Church found in Scriptur 

doth. agree; but in the Church of Rome all the 
Propheſies and Promiſes of the true Church are 
exactly fulfilled, and alſo all the Marks and 

Properties, as deferibed i in Scripture, are evi- 


as the Apoſtles believed Chriſt for the Voice L 
of God the Father, ſaying, This is my beloved | , 


= Son, bear him, ſo we ought to believe the Church © 


 _ ought to believe the Church in all Points of 


in all Points of Faith, for the Voice of God the tr 
Son, faying, Who bears you, hears me, and who 8 
deſpiſes you, deſpiſes me; and who will not hear the 3 
Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen and a 
|  Pablican. And as the Apoſtles believed Chriſt, I ot. 
becauſe he received all eh his Father, ſo we 


Faith, becauſe ſhe received all her Doctrines . 
from Chriſt and his * and hath ly I 
| | uy - 
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n 


don to us: For the Catholick Church is the 


alone (ſays Lactantius) which retaineth the true 
Worſhip of God, out of which can be no Sal- 
vation. Again, in this Houſe of Faith is found 
the true Catholick and invariable Doctrine, of 


which St. Auguſtin ſays, that no Riches, no 


Treaſures, no Honours, no Subſtance i in this | 


World are comparable to it. 5 
20. Nor would I (as Dr. Vane ſays after bis 1 


Converſion) {ell the inward Peace and Conſola- 
tion I now find, tho? at ſuch a Price as would 
undo the World to buy it; for he that pur- 


chaſeth worldly Proſperity with the Loſs: of 
true Faith, out-buys it, with which the Re- 
venues, of the whole World being counter - 


poiſed, prove too light; for our Saviour ſays, 
What ſhall it profit a Man to gain the whole World. ” 


and loſe his own Soul? 


- Suppoſe a third Perſon, pe of the Roman; DX 
nor any Proteſtant, Religion, ſhould obſerve the 
admirable Frame of the Catholick Church and 
Government, both in regard of her Doctrine, 
Diſcipline, and Miracles frequently cee 
he would ſurely ſay with the Apoſtle, _ .. + 
God is truly in you, and with the Pa- 3 NY 
triarch . Jacob, How dreadful is this Geben * 


Place, this is no other than the Houſe of xxvili. 17 — | 


Ged, and this is the Gate of Heaven? —-., 
But looking on Proteſtant Churches, or any 
other Sort of Hereticks, he ſhall ſee a Body 


without an Head, or an Hydra (as monſtrous) 2 
a Beaſt with many Heads, and poſſibly. m iy 


have as many more, if Kingdoms are leſſen? 


ms. sch in Number. They have a. Law 1 


withe 4 


—— 


without A judge, every one that's a Party 
claiming that Power in his own Cauſe : Where 
they have no Aſſurance that their Law is un- 
corrupt, but from the Teſtimony of Roman 
Catholicks, whom they eſteem their Adverſa- 


ries, and the gfeateft Liars and Seducers in the 


World. They have amongſt them no Faith, 

but only Opinion, no Charity but Humanity, 
no Hope temper'd with Fear, but bold Preſum- 
ption, and pretended Affurance; where there's 


no Beauty, Comlineſs, or Order, worthy the 


Bride of Chriſt; who are framed neither in 
Number, Weight or Meaſure: Their Societies 
and Churches being, (or, according to their 

Principles, poſſibly may be) as many as their 


E Perſons ; their Opinions vain and fooliſh, and 


their Government contus'd and miſhapen, ſeem- 
ing rather a Chaos than a Creation. 
21. And in ſhort, nothing can be ſaid for the 


© Catholick Church, bnt may be truly faid for 
the Roman Church; 3 and there's nothing that 


Proteſtants have, or can ſay for themſelves, 
but may, and has been faid by all Hereticks, 


and is faid by thoſe who ſeparate and ſubdivide 
from them; which Pretences and Arguments, 
if they are good i in them againſt the Church of 


| Rome, they are good in others againſt them, 
_ (whichthey will not admit, neither ought the 
Church to admit theirs:) 'So that the Church 


L- of Rome 1s the true Church, or there never 
Quas a true Church; and all proteſtants are He- 


teticks, or there never were, or can be, any that 
1 deſerve that Name. 
Further, all Proteſtants hive ſome bet 
4 Marks and- Properties, of Hereticks beſides (wan 
RE above- 
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abovementioned Fig. 18. 91K. They deny the 


which Schiſm and Hereſy properly conſiſt. 
Adly, They go out and ſeparate themſelves 
from the Unity of the Church, 3dly, They 
have new Names of Sectaries, ſometimes taken 

by themſelves, ſometimes impoſed upon them 
 W by others, as formerly Arians, Donatiſts, Anti- 
4 trinitarians, &c. now Lutherans, Calviniſts, Pro- 
0 teſtants, Quakers, &c. which is a certain Mark 


thly, The Deſcription of St. Optatut, (to be a 


4 of Hereſy, according to St. Jerome, Loctantius, 
1 & c. 4thly, Being condemn'd by the Church, 
s Pope, Doctors, or Fathers of the Church. : 


Predeceſſor) is a moſt certain Mark. 6thly, _ 
Io teach otherwiſe, or contrary to what they 
found taught or generally believed in the Uni- 
ty of the Catholick Church before their Time: 
2 For all Doctrine that is new and ſingular, dif- | 
fering from what was preach'd or tau ght 3 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, without Gn 1 
is erroneous, and the Greek Word, cle diet = 
ddr, which the Apoſtle here uſed, 


that by it we may underſtand an He- 3.4. 


Teacher otherwiſe, with ſome other Marks to 
the ſame purpoſe. And 1 beſeech you to ex- 


and Properties of the true Church belong to 


er $:hiſmaticks can be appropriated to Roman 


Traditions and Authority of the Church, in | 


Son without a Father, or Succeſſor without a 


expreſſeth this Point ſo effectually, 1 Tim. i * | 


retick is nothing elſe but an After-Teacher, or | 


amine and conſider whether any of the Marks 


- Proteſtants, or any of the Marks of Hereticks 


per Catholicks; 5 and arg you may eaſily a Þ 
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| of Chriſtian Kings and Emperors, 
Ziaeal of Religion, and human Policy, to pre- 


5 
} 
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cern and judge, which i is the true, and which 1 


the falſe Church. 
22. So that the Proceedings of Proteſtants 


are full of Pride, and moft unreaſonable, in 
that, being but few in Number, 
3 Beginning but One, one infinitely audaci- | 
ous Luther, once a Child of the Roman Church, 


that he ſhould preſume to correct and reform 

the whole Chriſtian World (both in Spiritual 
and Temporal Concerns) as he pretended, af- 
ftirming that the Pope, Emperors and 
Secul. 

: iet. 

Tom. 6. 

y Germ. 


of Right does not belong to them; 


| fave one, and only Chriſt; and ſaid, in the 


| Courſe of his Reformation, he will not be 


5 ſtay'd by his Prince: From whence proceeded 
the many Rebellions againſt the Emperor, that 


in one Summer were ſlain 140,000 Soldiers and 


Peaſants; which is ſuch a Piece of Arrogancy, 
that no Man can admit the like in his own Fa- 
mily, viz. That a Son or Servant ſhould pre- 
ſume to find Fault, and change the OEcono- 
my and Cuſtoms of the Houſe, againſt the 


' _ Liking and Conſent of the Father or Maſter, 


and all the reſt of the Family, and aſſume to 
| himſelf alone to be Judge and Controuler of all 
Cauſes and Controverſies therein. 

23. Neither can Proteſtants excuſe choir Par, 
ſecution againſt Catholicks with the Examples 
that for 


vent the Danger of Sedition and Rebellion 


nm theſe unhappy Sets a 5 foment and 
| | 8 engen 


eſpecially at 


Kings exerciſe an Authority which 


for, amongſt Cbriſtians, no Man can 
Y or ought to be a Magiſtrate, all be- 
1 ing equal by the Goſpel, and none is ſuperior 
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engender) have made Laws and Statutes againſt 
Hereticks and Innovators of the ancient Faith, 
and Senſe of Scripture which deſcended to them 5 
by Tradition from the Apoſtles: For they take 
a quite contrary Way; they make Laws and 
Statutes againſt the true and ancient Religion, 


and known Senſe of God's Word, and perſecute 


Catholicks for profeſſing it. | Whereas Kings 
and Emperors, their Predeceſſors, puniſhed, 
Noveliſts and new Religions, Which was con- 


venient and lawful in them; but the Prattice 
of Proteſtants is unjuſt and wicked, becauſe it 


deſtroys Juſtice and true Religion, confirmed 
by the Teſtimony, Law and practice of the 
Chriſtian World ever ſince the Apoſtles. 1 

24. Therefore, if the Roman Religion was 


not the true Faith, but new and erroneous, as 
moſt Proteſtants imagine; how is it poſſible, | 
that in Hiſtory there is no Mention of any Per- 


ſon that ſuffered as an Heretick, for broaching 
or maintaining the Maſs, Sacrifice, Real Pre- 
ſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, or any one 
Point which Catholicks now profels? If any of 


their Doctrines had been judged Novelty, or 
Hereſy, by Antiquity, without doubt all of 


them had not eſcaped the Rigour of ſo many 
penal Laws and Statutes made againſt Hereticks 
and Novelties. I am ſure, Proteſtants cannot 
brag, nor ſay ſo much in favour of their Do- 

ctrines: For moſt (if not all in Controverſy) 


have been condemn'd as Hereſies by the Church 1 


in former Times, and puniſhed as Novelties by 


Chriſtian Kings and Emperors; which was the - 


only Reaſon that moved the Engliſh and Scotch 
Proteſtants, to cauſe their young Kings, Edward 
>! the 
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| be 15. | Chit hath promiſed to his Church 
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the VIth of England, and . the Vich of 
Scotland, (when they knew not what they did) 


to repeal all the Laws that any of their Pre- 


deceſſors had made againſt Hereticks ; they be- 
ing convinced that themſelves were meant and | 


comprehended under that Name: For all that 
ſuffer'd Death, or Perſecution for any Point of 


the Roman Religion were eſteemed by the Ca- 


tholick Church in all Ages as renowned Mar- 
tyrs or glorious Confeſſors. 
25. Wherefore the World is now moſt 


5 Krüngely and perverſely govern'd, ſeeing that | 
they who viſibly have forſaken their antient 
Religion, and brought in Errors and Hereſies 


condemn'd by the Church, and puniſhed by 
former Kings and Emperors, ſhould have Li- 
berty and Licence to propagate their Errors: 


And that Catholicks, who never made Innova- | 


tions, changed or altered their Religion, which 


huath been confirmed by the Church, and by the 
Laus of all Chriſtian Kings and Emperors, ever 
ſimnce our Saviour's Time, ſhould now have no 
{ Liberty granted to preach, publiſh, or practiſe 
their true and ancient Doctrines. If this is not 


to turn the World upſide down, and to de- 


TT ſtroy the Foundation of Juſtice, "and Form of 


Judicature, Proteftants have different Ways of 
| proceeding from all Nations, and have alter'd 
the Style of natural Reaſon, human Nature, 

1 and the e of all Antiquity. _ 

>» YG And fince it is evident that 


Eph. iv. Security from Error in Matters o 


And 8 
Nat. vi. Faith, and that private Judgments 


18. and may err in the Interpretation and 


Xxviii. 20. 5 5 Vnoor: 


U air en ding of Scripture; they Deut vj. 
therefore run a greater Hazard, who 8, 9, &c. 
rely on their own private Senſe, than Deut. 
they who rely on the Church's Inter- Inti. ., 
pretation, ſeeing the Church profeſ- 1 


ſes to go according to Scripture, as Lukes 3 
interpreted by the ancient Fathers 1 


ever ſince the Apoſtles, (who with the Text 


delivered the true Senſe) and ſo more likely to 
underſtand the true Meaning far better than any 


private Perſon; eſpecially ſince our pretended 
Reformers ( che ſame may be ſaid of all Here- 


ticks) when they firſt began to rely on their 
con private Judgment of Scripture for their 
Rule of Faith, they revolted from hearing the | 
Church, and rebelled againft their Paſtors and 
lawful Superiors, which, both by the Law of 


God, and Light of Nature, they were taught H 


and commanded to follow and obey. Hence 
St. Auguſtin ſays, L. 1. contr. Creſc. c. 33. We 
follow the Truth of the Scriptures, when we do 
that which hath ſeemed good to the Catholick 
Church, which Church is commended to us by 
the Authority of Scriptures, to the End, that 
| becauſe Holy Writ cannot deceive. Whoſoe- Lb 
ver is afraid of being deceived by the Diffi- 


culty of the Queſtion, may conſult the Church 


concerning it, which without leaving Room to 
doubt, the Holy Scripture demonſtrates” 
27. But now our new Apoſtles of the pri- 
vate Spirit, of Gifts and new Light, have en- 
deavour'd to pull down the Church, and ſub- * 
vert its Foundation built on ſuch a fable Rock - 
by Chriſt himſelf, and inſtead thereof, to ſet 
2 as — * Churches: as there are private proud 


and 
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5 DOG 
2 3 ambitious.1 Fancies in 14 World. For, 
by this deviliſh Doctrine, every one may defy 
the Church from teaching him his Faith, or 
governing him as one of the Faithful; for ſhe 
can oblige none of her Subjects in Conſcience to 
believe or do any thing but what he, ſhe, and 
each one really judges to be ſound Doctrine: 
| So that, if any private Perſon underſtands Scri- 
pture any other way than ſhe does, he is en- 
franchis'd by his Rule of Faith (which he can- 
not relinquiſh by this Doctrine) from the 
Church's Authority, and ſets up for himſelf. 
28. She may indeed pity him, and wiſh him 
well, as every old Woman may alſo do, and he, 
nin Return, may pity and wiſh well to the ; 
Church; ſhe may endeavour to admoniſh and 
inſtruct 'him better, to bring him out of his 
Errors, and he, in Requital, may with equal 
= Title (as he thinks) admoniſh the Church of 
ONT her Failings, and endeavour to bring 
Vide Fig · her out of her Errors, or reform her, 
32 infra. (as the new Phraſe now is; ) for being 
1 conſcious that he reads the Scripture diligent- 
BE 5 and ſincerely endeavours to know the true 
-- Senſe and Meaning thereof, Dr. Stil- 
15 . 5. ling fleet ſays, be has all the Security 
Burnet of Of his Faith that may be, and can- 
the 19th not miſs of what is neceſſary for Sal- 
and 2oth vation, and conſequently underſtands | 
a . the Roman Catholick Church being in 
"of Engl. an Error: Nor can a Reformer thus 
Bs gifted want Will and Power to Frech 5 
Bm and inſtruct her and others. Bo 
209. So that the Church hath loſt all her 
* Power, i. e. hath loſt her ſelf, being a : 
. „ 


able to lead nor drive her equally gifted Sub- 
jets; and by this Doctrine ſhe exercifing Ju- 
riſdiction over them, it would be a moſt ty - 
rannical Perſecution, and every private Man's 
| refraftory Spirit (ſee the wonderful Gifts of 
the private Spirit!) would become a moſt glo- 
rious Profeſſion of Chriſtian Faith; and every 1! 
| Rebel acting againft the Church, he would, by 
this Doctrine, (in caſe the ſecular Power ſhould j 
| curb his Inſolency) be a moſt famous Fung, | 
ſuch as John Fox's were, 


30. Some Proteſtants pretend thers are clear 


Texts in Scripture againſt Catholick Tenets 
and Practices, which is moſt untrue; for the 
Senſe of Scripture which Roman Catholicks 
follow for Tranſubſtantiation, Communion of 
the Laity under one Kind, Worſhip of 
Saints and Angels, and all other Doctrines and 
Catholick Points now in Controverſy, were ne- 
ver oppugned by any Father, or contradifted 
by any that were not known and judged Here- 
d ticks by the Catholick Church: And the Ca- | 
tholick Senſe of Scripture hath Miracles and | 
other ſupernatural Signs to confirm it. Theirs 
is back'd only by Heretical Obſtinacy and Im- 
pudence, pretending Evidence of Scripture in | 
Obſcurity, and Light in Darkneſs. For if | 
' Roman Catholicks had been always, and were | 
at preſent Idiots and natural Fools, Proteſtants 
might pretend they do not ſee what is clear 
and evident. in Scripture, in Behalf of Prote- 
ſtancy ; for, in the State of corrupt Nature, 
Catholicks are as naturally and vehemently in- 


clin'd to the Proteſtant Religion, as they are 


to their Len, * and Pleaſurs (which 
So _—_ 


nr 


e ** 


r 
rr 


* — the. Revolt of "Luther, * Calvin, - An a 
the reſt of the pretended Proteſtant Reformers, wy 


who were all of the Roman Catholick Religion), 
But until Reformers prove, that Catholicks are 


all Idiots and Madmen, and reſolved to damm 


themſelves and Poſterity, by contradicting God's 
clear Word, they cannot ground their Refor- 


mation upon the Clearneſs of Scripture, nor 


reject the Senſe of it which Catholicks poſſeſ- 


ſed many Ages, before any of their Sects were 
heard of in the World: And that Scripture is | 
not clear for Proteſtants, is evident, becauſe | 


Catholicks as learned as any of them, and un- 


derſtand it as well as they, differ from them in 


Interpretation thereof, and every Sect of them 


one from another. Now, in caſe it 1s obſcure 


to all Parties, it is clear that the Tradition and 
Practice of the Catholick Church, is a better 
Interpreter ot God's Meaning, chan any Pro- 


| teſtant Pleaſure, Policy, or Fancy. 
* 31. And we muſt fu ppoſe, — God of kis 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 7 the Peace and Go- 


vernment of his Church, hath left us ſome 


Way and Means whereby we may come to the 

Knowledge of the Truth that Chriſt and his 

Apoſtles taught; but Scripture's Letter of pri- 
vate Interpretation cannot be the right Way: 


For Lutherans, Zuinglians, Calvinifts, &c. all 
follow this Way, and yet differ in their Opi- 


nions, even in the chiefeſt Points of Religion; 


therefore this cannot be the right Way. But 


[| ſince by Act of Parliament, and alſo by the 
| 239 Articles of the Church of. England made in 


the Convocation, it was granted to all Per ſons, 


3 thoſe of ſound * to inter- 


* 1 
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pret Scripture according to every Man's Senſe 
and Reaſon, which hath given Birth to ſo ma- 
ny Sects. And there's no Remedy for this; 
for as many Men, ſo many Minds, and by this 
means a Pew is too little, every Man muſt have 
a Church: For every 'Milkmaid and Shop- 
| keeper now undertake to be Expoſitors of the 
Scripture. 50s quoth the Cobler, our Savi- 
| our ſays, I give thee Thanks, O Father, Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid: theſe 
things from the wiſe, and Men of Underſtanding, 
and hath revealed them to Babes (or little e ” 
Wherefore he ſuppoſes himſelf one of theſe 
Babes; and that he hath the true Underſtand- 
ing: and Knowledge of Scriptures, becauſe he is 
ignorant and unlearned. But theſe Babes, or 
little Ones, do not ſignify only the unlearned, 5 
(as tho' they had this Revelation, and there- 
fore do underſtand all Scriptures, and are able 
to expound them ;) but here are ſignity'd the 
humble, whether learned or unlearned: „ 
in another Place it is ſaid, Unleſs you : 
become as little Children, you ſhall not Mat. iii 5 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. So 3: 
that the greateſt Doctors humbling 
themſelves to the Judgment of the Catholick 
Church, are theſe little ones; but Hereticks, 
altho' unlearned, yet boaſt and vaunt their 
Knowledge and underſtanding Scripture above 
all the ancient Fathers, General Councils, and 
the whole Church, aud therefore cannot be 


theſe little ones. 5 
32. We will here alſo enquire 8 the | 
learned Doctors of the Church of England ſay -- 5 
| of this Matter. Dr. Sling fer poſitively ſays, 
| that 
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that Scriptures may be underſtood by 


| Princip. all Per ſons who ſincerely endeavour 
13. 15 to know the Meaning of them, in all 


ſuch things as are neceſſary for their 


| Salvation; and there can be no Neceſſity ſup- 


poſed of any infallible Society of Men (ſays 


he) either to atteſt or explain theſe Writings 
among Chriſtians, &c. Then there is no Ne- 


ceſſity of a fallible Society, (ſay I) ſeeing the 
Reliance on fallible Meats of knowing the Let- 


ter and Senſe, cannot poſſibly raiſe any Aﬀent 


beyond Poſſibility of being erroneous; and ſo, 


according to the Doctor's Principles, farewell all 
Churches, both Catholick and Protenant, there 4 


being no Occaſion for either. 


© 2oth Art. And Dr. Burnet, in bis Expoſition 
e of the 39 Articles, teaches, that eve- 


Chur. of ry fingle Man has a Right to ſearch 


England, the Scriptures, and to take his Faith 


; 175 * i from them : Vet it is certain (ſays he) 


| and cannot be miſtaken. _ 
Again, Burnet ſays, When any Synod of the 


1 Clergy has ſo far examined a Point, as to ſettle 


5 their Opinions about it, they may certainly de- 


| *cree, that ſuch is the Doctt ine of the Church, 
ec. And in this a Body does no more, as it 
is a Body, than what every ſingle Individual 


has a Right to do for bimlgf: For every Man 
that finds himſelf in his Tho hts to differ from 
it, (i. e. from a Definition nde by the Body of 
Y the Paſtors) ought to examine the Matter over 
? * 


fig that he may be miſtaken in it (tho* 

3 Dr. Srilling fleet ſays, no ſober Enquirer can miſs 
of what is neceſſary for Salvation; and if he 

cannot miſs, then he muſt certainly hi: on it) 


r 
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again. But if (after all poſſible Methods of 
Enquiry, a Man cannot maſter his Thoughts, 
or make them agree with publick Deciſions, his 
| Conſcience is not under Bonds, ſeeing this his 


Authority is not abſolute, nor grounded upon a 
Pr omiſe of Infallibility. 


Again Jutroduct. p. 8. he teaches, That an 


Article being conceived in ſuch general Words, 
that it can admit of different literal and gram- | 
matical Senſes, even when the Senſes given are 
plainly contrary one to another, yet may both : 
| ſubſcribe the Article with a good Conſcience, | 
and without Equivocation. So that Dr. Burnet 
ſets every Man upon a Level with a General 
Council, or the whole Body of Paſtors of the 
Church of England. The Tinker hath as much” 
Authority in Matters of Vaith as the Biſhop, 
the Cobler, as much as the Church, and, in his, If 
Opinion, more, he being allowed to examine 
the Matter over again; and if, at laſt, the 
publick Deciſions do not pleaſe him, he may 
believe what he pleaſes. By which Aſſertion. pw 
there's not one Proteſtant in England, by Law 
or Conſcience, hath any Obligation to believe 
or obſerve any one of their 39 Articles, upon 
the Authority of the Convocation that made 
them, or their Church that propoſes them. 
The ſame may be ſaid of the Common-Prayers, - 
Homilies, Canons, Catechiſm, Injunf&tions, _ 
f Preaching, Sacraments, Cc. I ſay, none ought 1 
to believe them upon their Church's Authority. 


s it not then the greateſt Impoſition and Ty- 

ranny over Mens Conſciences, that can be, to 

puniſh Diſſenters with Impriſonment, Loſs of 
OS, and Life (as hath been praftiſed by 


E 2 . Force 


— err 
X we Arad; * 
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Force of their Penal Laws) and ſending their 
Souls to the Devil (as much as in them lyes) 
by their Canons: In them, I fay, who declare 
they have no more Authority than the Perſons 
they ſo hang and damn have, to 8485 for 


5 themſelves? 


Again he writes, That which auker particu- 
; tr Men Believers, is the receiving the Funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity, We ought to ſettle 
our Faith, as to the great Points of Chriſtian 
Religion, '&c. Here (ſays he) a Diſtinction is 


to be made between the 0 1 and fundamen- 


tal Articles, without which a Man cannot be 
eſteemed a true Chriſtian, nor a Church a true 


Church, and other Truths, which being deli- | 


vered in Scripture, all Men are indeed obliged 


to believe them; yet they are not of that Na- | 


ture, that the Ignorance of them, or an Error 


in them can exclude from Salvation. Here 


(ſays he) a Controverſy does naturally ariſe, 


that wiſe People are unwilling to meddle with, 
diz. What Articles are fundamental, and what 
not? The defining of fundamental Articles 


| ſeems, on the one Hand, to deny Salvation to 


':. ek 28 do not receive them all, which Men are 


not willing to do. On the other Hand, it may 
ſeem a leaving Men at Liberty, as to all other 


Particulars that are not reckoned up among the | 


. Fundamentals. Thus Dr. Burnet on the 19th 


Article, p. 172. Now, what can we think of 
the private Spirit” s Interpr etation ot Scripture, | 
ſince it hath led two ſuch learned and eminent 
Divines of the Church of England into ſo much 
SE Folly and Nonſenſe? 1 ve it to your Conſi- 


deration 


3 
1 
| 
1 
>. || 


— 


deration and judgment; which deſerves no 
5 other Anſwer or Refut ation. 


And now I ſhall draw to a Conclufion with 


two Sentences of the two ancient and learned 
Doctors and Fathers of the Church, St. Baſs - 3 

and St. Jerome. Theodoret, in his Hiſto- | 
ry, writes, That a Clerk of the Em- Hiſt. 1 15 : 


peror's Kitchen ailedging a Place of C. 17. 


Scripture was reprehended by St. Ba- 
fil in theſe Words, Thy Office is (ſaid he) to look 
to thy Puddings, and not ſtand boiling the Sentences 


of God's Word. And St. Jerome hath theſe 


Z Words, The Phyſician: promiſe us what belongs to 


their Profelſ ion, Carpenters and Smiths, Stuff of their 


_ own Trade; only the Science of Scripture is a thing _ 
profeſſed by all. This the babbling old Wife, this 
the doating old Man, this the brawling Sophiſter, 
this every one preſumerb to know, this they toſs, 
this they take upon them to teach others, before they 
have learnt it themſelves. What would thoſe 
holy Fathers have faid, if they had lived in 4 
England, in our Times, when every one, by Ax 
of Parliament, and che 39 Articles made in | 


Convocation, have Liberty granted to read and 
interpret Scripture according to their particu- 
lar Pleaſure and Fancy; which being corrupted 


or miſapplied by the Vulgar, hath occaſioned - | 
ſo much Diſcord, Confuſion, Debauchery, Li- 
berty of Life, and Rebellions againſt their So= | 
vereigns ; for ſince the ancient Fathers liv'd, the 
Balance is alter'd, | the Stream takes another —— 
Courſe. „ 


33. For Catholicks are now che only pere 


3 to publick Hatred and Rigour of the 2 


Penal Laws; tho they, of all other Diſſenters 
e a from 5 


from the Church of England, leaſt deſerve it: 


St. Bede. 


; 


For they are no Innovators, but Profeſſors of 


the ſame Religion that made this Nation Chri- 
: tian, which was introduced and conſirmed by 


many great Miracles, as moſt Hiſto- 


1 rians and Proteſtants themſelves ac- 
| 35 77. knowledge; and which, for almoſt a 
a 8 IThouſand Vears, was only known and 


Profeſt here in England. A Religion 


fo loyal, that when the Reformation firſt en- 
-tred, tho” all Subjects were Catholicks; yet 

ſeeing the Change was introduced by ſupream 
Authority, no Oppoſition was made by other 
Arms, but Prayers and Tears; and whatfoever 


pretended Trea ſons have ſince been acted by 


a few wretched Perſons (in Conjunction with 
Proteſtants) even our Princes themſelves have 
acquitted the Generality of Catholicks, of that 

Crime, and their Religion from allowing the 


Aﬀtors thereof, and publick Atteſtations of their 


Zeal and Fidelity in ſerving their Princes, and 
even the Religion of the Kingdom (as by Law 
e.ſtabliſh'd, almoſt deſtroyed by Conſpiracy of 

all other Diſſenters) have been made in their 


Behalf. Yet ſome of them, who cannot alledge 


any ſuch Excuſes for themſelves, triumph over 
their Sufferings, and their lnvectives, how falſe 
 Joever, are believed, and they hope to become 
great and popular, tor endeavouring their De- 
truction, for their Fidelity, which is that which 
vexes, and moſt en, chem. Ew” 
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